
Atlantic County Retired Educators Association 
Mays Landing Country Club 

General Meeting Minutes December 6, 2011 
 

• Vice-President Roger Baker opened the meeting with flag salute and welcome.  
•  Secretary‘s Minutes:  

The minutes from our fall meeting were approved with two corrections offered in the 
spelling of Roger Baker’s name and length of our fiscal year:  Sept.1st–Aug31st. 

• Treasurer’s Report: 
       Jim Goldsmith reported a balance of $12,295.47 and a clear audit from the accountant.      
      The treasurer’s report was filed without objection. 
• Budget Committee: Bob Kickish  

The proposed budget for year (2011-2012) was explained with no questions from the 
floor. Bob suggested if members used e-mail addresses to receive newsletters, it would 
save printing and mailing costs. 

• TPAF Convention Report:  Delegate Nancy G. Rhodes  
 All Atlantic County retired delegates were present. This year’s convention was more 
informative than last year’s meeting.  Good news - pension investments earnings yielded 
18%. 

•  Government Relations Update:  Peri Pantazes and Natalie Fisher 
The state legislative elections resulted in the Democrats holding on to their majority with 
a one seat increase. Lou Greenwald and Loretta Weinberg will be majority leaders in 
Assembly and Senate, respectfully. Gov. Christie will be collaborating or battling with 
lawmakers as he pushes his education reform agenda.  Please stay vigilant to legislative 
actions in Trenton. NJEA is offering a Political Leadership Academy with workshops for 
individuals interested in running for any political or non-partisan office. Peri and Natalie 
thanked all volunteers who helped with phone banks prior to the November election. 
Help will be needed in the future to call members during school board elections (possible 
date April17th ), with lobbying, cyber-lobbying or e-mailing legislators. We need 
volunteers!!!   

• Legislative Update:  Roger Baker 
The lame duck period is the time (usually Nov- mid-Jan.) after an election and before 
newly-elected candidates assumes office. This is when political deals could take place.  
Be aware of what is going on in Trenton and be ready to get involved. 

• E-newsletter: Joanne Peek  
Good news we now have a website  --  http://atlanticrea.wordpress.com  developed by 
Dennis Yob. Members are encouraged to go to website and follow the links to NJREA 
scholarship applications, as well as Medco and pension forms. 
 

http://atlanticrea.wordpress.com/


 
• Membership: President Judy Perkins, for Karen Clark 

ACREA membership has increased because of the unification, but there are still glitches 
which are being addressed.  Judy said that 185 dues refund checks had been mailed and 
asked that they be cashed promptly.  Refunds were mailed to those who had paid county 
dues in advance.  In most cases, members will be billed by NJREA/NJEA for county and 
state dues in May.  
       Judy also thanked Dennis Yob for developing and launching our website:        

• Elections : Roberta Woessner 
Elections will be held in May for the offices of President, Vice–President (1-year term), 
Treasurer, and Corresponding Secretary.  Anyone interested in running should contact 
Roberta.  The terms of our current president, treasurer, and corresponding secretary were 
extended one year to help with the unification transition. 

• No Old or New Business 
• Guest Speaker:   Jim Jameson, NJEA Associate Director, Research and Economics: 

Jim spoke on the importance of our members going to TPAF convention as delegates.  
Jim provided information on changes in our Medicare Prescription Part D, the Medco 
Prescription Plan, health insurance options now available, how the prescription and 
insurance changes came about, procedures to follow when a prescription is denied, the 
loss of our COLA (Cost of Living Adjustment) benefits, and pending lawsuits. Questions 
and answers occurred throughout his presentation. Again, members are asked to use 
various websites provided by NJEA, NJREA and ACREA to access up-to-date 
information about your health benefits and pension issues.   

• Meeting ended  with refreshments being served and lunch at 1:00 PM 
• Community FoodBank of New Jersey Southern Branch 

Margie Barham, director, thanked everyone for the generous contributions of food to the 
FoodBank.  She informed us of building plans and stressed the need for the new facility 
as food requests have increased greatly during these heard economic times. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Maryanne E. Martin       


