
 

 

ACREA members in Legis-

lative Districts 1 and 2 are 

urged to vote on Tuesday, 

November 8 only for the 

NJEA endorsed candidates. 

Nelson Albano, in District 

1, was the only legislator in 

the south to vote against 

the pension and benefit re-

form legislation in June.  

Thus, he earned our en-

dorsement and vote of con-

fidence.  No candidates 

were endorsed in Legisla-

tive Districts 8 and 9. 

Damon Tyner and Alisa 

Cooper, candidates running 

for Assembly in District 2, 

earned NJEA’s endorse-

ment because of their 

strong beliefs in New 

Jersey’s public school 

education.  Tyner is a 

labor attorney with a 

commitment to collec-

tive bargaining; Cooper 

is a music teacher in the 

Egg Harbor Town-

ship School Dis-

trict and an Atlan-

tic County Free-

holder. 

After completing the 

screening process, four 

candidates running for 

freeholder positions were 

endorsed by the Atlantic 

County Council of Educa-

tion Associations: Jim 

Schroeder and Alex Marino 

for Freeholder-at-Large; 

Frank Sutton in District 3; 

Jim Bertino in District 5. 

Whether you vote by 

mail or in person, it 

is important to sup-

port only those candi-

dates who support 

collective bargaining and 

public schools in New Jer-

sey. 
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Our winter business meet-

ing, set for Tuesday, Dec. 

6, at Mays Landing Coun-

try Club will focus on pen-

sion and health reform leg-

islation passed in June.  

Jim Jameson, an NJEA as-

sociate director in research 

and economic services, will 

bring us information on 

future dental, prescription 

rate, and medical insurance 

changes for retirees.    

It is important to note 

that some of these 

changes will not affect all 

retirees. 

In addition, Margie Bar-

ham, executive director 

of the Community Food-

Bank of New Jersey, 

Southern Branch, will 

join us to talk about her 

organization’s efforts to 

collect  food, clothing, 

and recruit volunteers. 

Because membership in 

the ACREA has in-

creased significantly, do 

not delay in sending in 

your reservation. (See p. 3) 

Change in health benefits is main topic on Dec. 6  agenda 
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Save these Dates 

● Legislative                    

Elections -                

  Nov. 8 

● NJREA Convention        

 Nov. 9-10  

 ACH Hilton AC      

● Spring Meeting 

 May 8, 2012  

 Buena 



 

 

Membership Information 
 

Get this newsletter via email 

In an effort to reduce printing and mailing costs, we are 

asking members to consider receiving their ACREA 

newsletter via e-mail. 

The publication would arrive as an attachment, in color 

and PDF format. After reading the document, you can re-

spond to the meeting information by downloading the 

meeting reservation form and sending it to Pat Royal, our 

luncheon reservation chair. 

If you have not already contacted Karen Clark, our mem-

bership chair, about the newsletter, please do so. 

Contact her at Atlanticrea@yahoo.com or 609-653-2054.   

Join NJREA now 

Enclosed in this newsletter is a membership application 

for any retiree from a New Jersey public school to use to 

join NJREA.  Retirees who have been members of only 

Atlantic County are urged to complete and mail the form 

immediately in order to continue membership in our local 

organization. 

The unification of NJREA requires a re-

tiree to become a member of both the 

state and county organizations, in our case, for an annual 

payment of $80. As a unified member, the retiree re-

ceives all NJREA, NJEA and NEA publications and 

benefits. In the future, an annual retiree will be billed in 

May for state and county dues. 

Please note that as of January 2012 only those retirees 

who are NJREA and ACREA members will receive our 

newsletter and informational email blasts. 

For questions regarding membership,  

contact Karen Clark@609-653-2054  

by email Atlanticrea@yahoo.com  

 

President Judy Perkins welcomed all members, asked for a 

standing recognition for new retirees, and introduced 

Atlantic County REA Officers at Greate Bay County 

Club, Somers Point. Minutes from May 10 and the treas-

urer’s report were approved. 

Jim Goldsmith, treasurer, reported that due to unification our 

fiscal year has changed to the same as NJREA‘s fiscal 

year (July1-June 30th). Our annual fiscal review (audit) is 

in process. NJEA sent membership dues in the amount of 

$2,680. The bank balance is $13,041.56. 

Peri Pantazes, new senior government relations representa-

tive, thanked Dan Slattery for his help in preparing her to 

take over his position on the state and local GR commit-

tees and introduced Natalie Fisher as her companion gov-

ernment relations representative. Peri’s report focused on 

endorsed candidates in our legislative districts.  (See p.1) 

    Candidates for Political Office Spoke: Jim Schroeder, 

Freeholder-at-large; Damon Tyner, State Assembly; 

Frank Balles, County Sheriff. 

Judy gave updates on voting information and said vote-by-

mail forms were available. The COLA lawsuit was filed 

by 22 unions in August with lengthy litigation ahead.  

       Judy thanked in advance Clem Brown, Barbara Gorman, 

Nancy Rhodes, Alice Walker, and Roger Baker, delegates 

to the TPAF Convention on Oct. 22.  She also reminded 

us of the NJREA convention at ACH (Atlantic City Hil-

ton) on Nov.9-10th. Roger Baker, our VP, said Jim 

Jameson will be our keynote speaker at our luncheon 

meeting, Dec. 6th at Mays Landing CC. Health benefits 

will be the topic.   

Karen Clark, membership chair, explained that the unification 

process is very complicated. She reviewed the member-

ship qualifications for those who were 75-years-old as of 

9/1/11. Reimbursement checks from the ACREA will be 

mailed soon to those who paid county dues up to 2015. 

Karen asked members to pass along membership applica-

tions (See insert) to those who need them. She asked 

members to consider receiving our newsletter electroni-

cally.  

Susan Camp, member benefits representative, highlighted 

insurance offerings, long term health care, and other sav-

ings available on the NJEA website, www.NJEA.org.  

Christy Kanaby, Associate Director, NJEA Communications, 

our guest speaker, referred to Susan’s report by showing 

how to navigate NJEA’s  webpage to access articles, 

forms, and links available to NJREA members. Her dem-

onstration with handouts was easy to follow and stressed 

how to get NJEA’s position on education issues which 

may not be reported by local and state media.  

Carol Romano, our publicity chair, ended the meeting with 

our 50/50 drawings.  

 

             Maryanne E. Martin, Recording Secretary 

Minutes from our last meeting 
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Business Meeting and Luncheon 

Tuesday, December 6, 2011 

Mays Landing Country Club 

1855 Cates Road, Hamilton Twp. NJ       

 

    Business Meeting: 11 AM – Jim Jameson gives Health Benefits update 

                                                    Luncheon Served: 1 PM   

                               Lunch Choices:   

         Chicken Picante with Lemon Sauce  

       OR 

                  Sea Shore Crab Cakes 

                         Caesar Salad, Roasted Red Potatoes, and Fresh Vegetable Medley 

                                                          Hot Fudge Sundae 

                                                   Cost:  $24 per person, includes gratuity  

 

     Reservations:  Your response must be received by Monday, November 28, 2011. 

               Please make your check payable to ACREA and send it to: 
 

      Pat Royal, 2310 Shepherd Dr., Northfield, NJ 08225   Phone: 609-646-4071 

 

    Name _______________________________    Phone:  ___________________________ 

  

    Name of Guest ________________________  Your E-mail:  ______________________ 

  

    Member’s Address: _______________________________________________________  

  

           Luncheon Choice:  ________  Chicken   ________Sea Shore Crab Cakes 
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ACREA Officers & Chairs     

2011-12 

 

Judy Perkins – President 

Roger Baker – Vice President 

Maryanne Martin –  

Recording Secretary 

Jim Goldsmith – Treasurer 

Rosemary O’Dowd –  

Corresponding Secretary 

Karen Clark –  

Membership Chair 

 Peri Pantazes, Natalie Fischer   

Government Relations 

Joanne Peek –  

Newsletter, Membership 

Carol Romano – Publicity 

Susan Camp --  

 Member Benefits  

Patricia Beebe — Constitution  

Roberta Woessner —  

Elections  

Robert Kickish —  

Audit, Budget 

Jerry Hoenes —  

Parliamentarian  

Pat Royal - Events 

 

Contact us:   

Atlanticrea@yahoo.com  

 

Rosemary O’Dowd 

605 First Street 

Northfield, NJ 08225 

Once again, ACREA members are 

asked to bring non-perishable food, 

household cleaning products, or per-

sonal hygiene products to our meet-

ing on December 6 to donate to the 

Community FoodBank of NJ: South-

ern Branch located in Egg Harbor 

Township.   

In 2010 the FoodBank distributed a 

record 7.1 million pounds of food, a 

23% increase in food distribution 

over the previous year. In fact, today 

the FoodBank distributes more than 

136,000 pounds of groceries each 

week to over 250 charities through-

out Atlantic, Cape May, Cumber-

land, and southern Burlington coun-

ties.    

Food items most in demand includes: 

peanut butter, canned tuna, baked 

beans, baby foods & formula, 

corned beef hash, beef stew, Spam, 

dry pasta, rice, instant potatoes, 

macaroni & cheese, Spaghetti O’s, 

ravioli, Beef-a-Roni, spaghetti 

sauce, any canned vegetable, apple-

sauce, any canned fruit, canned or 

dry soup, jelly, and mayonnaise. 

Other items needed include: laundry 

detergent, soap, diapers, shampoo 

and other person hygiene products 

If you are unable to attend our lunch-

eon, please give your donation to 

someone who will be able to attend.  

This is the third year the ACREA has 

participated in this community en-

deavor.  Your generosity has made 

our contribution meaningful. 

Community FoodBank needs our support 




