
employees,”  said Baker. Her remarks 
may also include retirees’ concerns 
about health care changes and voter 
registration impediments that are 
occurring nationwide. 

     The first meeting “of the school 

year” will recognize new retirees, 

offer 2012-13 membership infor-

mation as well as our operating budg-

et. The Constitution Committee will 

also discuss its work on revisions 

needed because of unification with 

NJREA.  

     ACREA members are urged to use 

the enclosed coupon and  mail in their 

The ACREA will hold its annual 
fall meeting and luncheon at 
Greate Bay Country Club on 
Tuesday, October 9. The business 
meeting will start at 11AM, fol-
lowed by lunch at 1 PM. 

     According to incoming presi-
dent Roger Baker, the agenda will 
feature Beth Buonsante, a newly –
hired NJEA Associate Director of 
Government Relations. 

      “As we move into the final 
weeks of the US presidential elec-
tion campaign, Beth will address 
the impact the election could have 
on public education and public 

Fall meeting to focus on impact of presidential election 

Membership loss affects NEA budget  addressed the 9000+ NEA-RA dele-

gates on July 3 and stressed the 

Obama Administration’s commitment 

to public schools. President Obama 

echoed Biden’s support of educators 

in a telephone feed on July 5.  Both 

asked for our support in the presiden-

tial election on  Nov. 6.    

      Dialogue during the convention 

centered on charter schools, standard-

ized testing, class size, funding for 

special need students – familiar topics 

to retirees—  in addition to immigra-

tion issues, voter registration re-

strictions, and media attacks on all 

public employees. 

      The good news was Joyce Powell, 

former NJEA president, overwhelm-

ing won re-election to a 3- year term 

as an NEA Executive Director, and 

Amy Wiggins Brown, a 2nd year mid-

dle school teacher  in  Atlantic City, 

was named honorary mayor of NEA-

RA convention. 
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Three ACREA members were 

among the hundreds who attend-

ed the NEA-R and thousands at 

the NEA-RA conventions in 

Washington, DC, June 27-July 5 

and heard first-hand reports on 

critical issues facing educators 

today.  NJREA 1st and 2nd vice-

presidents, Pat Provnick and 

Judy Perkins, and Atlantic Coun-

ty membership chair, Karen 

Clark, learned about NEA’s 

 NEA’s “unprecedented” loss of 

over 100,000 members in the last 

two years due to teacher and ESP  

layoffs as well as  an anticipated 

membership decline in the future.  

Consequently, NEA’s budget was 

drastically reworked and officers, 

who have not had a salary increase 

in four years, agreed to forgo a 

raise for two more years. 

     Joe Biden, US Vice-president,  

Judy, Pat, and Karen celebrated the 4th of July at the NEA-

RA Convention with 500+ NJ delegates to the convention. 

     President Roger Baker 

(above) said the minutes from 

our spring meeting and a cur-

rent treasurer’s report will be 

available prior to the start of 

our fall meeting. 
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 Save These Dates 
 
 

The ACREA will hold its 

business meetings and 

luncheons on  

these Tuesdays: 

 

 October 9, 2012   

 December 11, 2012 

 May 14, 2013 

 

 

 Information regarding  

 locations will be on  

Atlanticrea. 

wordpress.com 

 
 
 

NJREA Convention  

 Trump Taj Mahal  

Atlantic City 

Nov. 7 and 8 
 



ATLANTIC COUNTY 

The ACREA Executive Committee at its 
June 19 meeting voted to recommend to 
our membership the establishment of 
county lifetime membership dues.  Specif-
ically, leadership voted to propose the 
following amendment to our constitution 
to become effective upon ratification. 

  County lifetime membership in 
the ACREA is available to cur-
rent and future members at the 
dues rate of 25 times the annual 
county dues rate.  An Atlantic 
County retiree who becomes an 
NJREA lifetime member must 
also join the ACREA as a lifetime 
member.  

      The rational for the dues change focus-
es on several issues.  First, presently an 
increasing number of new retirees opt to 
join NJREA as lifetime members because 
of the onetime payment, which can be 
paid in installments. The dues payment 
can be included in the retiree’s tax report 
during the final year the retiree files as an 
active employee.  

       Secondly, the lifetime member will 
never be billed for any increase in NJREA, 
NJEA, NEA, or ACREA dues.  Currently, 
NJREA lifetime members are billed $8.00 
annually for Atlantic County dues each 
summer.  Paperwork on the part of the 
member as well as the ACREA would be 
eliminated. 

  County lifetime member dues proposed  

 Interruption of vital information on 
national, state, and county issues involving 
a retiree’s pension or health benefits 
would be avoided.  More importantly, the 
number of unified members would impact 
our influence on current and future legisla-
tion that may affect retirees  

Roger Baker, ACREA president, 
pointed out that at the NJREA Delegate 
Assembly meeting in June, the county 
presidents voted to recommend the adop-
tion of county lifetime dues in each coun-
ty.  Several counties already offer lifetime 
county dues and invest and manage the 
sum in a separate financial account.  The 
ACREA would invest lifetime dues ac-
cordingly. 

As of September 2012, NJREA 
(NJEA/NEA) lifetime membership is 
$955.  ACREA lifetime membership 
would be $200.  Thus, with the passage of 
this amendment, new retirees in 2013 
would pay $1155 for united membership.  
A current NJREA lifetime retiree who is 
an ACREA member could pay $200 and 
thus, become a united lifetime member.  
This is an option which several NJREA 
lifetime members have requested.  

This amendment will be discussed at 
our fall meeting.  Questions regarding it 
may be sent to our email:  

 Atlanticrea@yahoo.com.  

 Rock On!  New Retirees 
 On Sunday, June 3, the Atlantic County 
Council of Education Associations held its 
annual Retirement Brunch at Greate Bay 
County Club for county retiring educators and 
support staff. Steve Bouchard, ACCEA 2nd 
vice-president, chaired the event and wel-
comed 70 of the 86 staffers who had declared, 
“I’m retiring!” 

     Judy Perkins, 2nd vice-president of the New 
Jersey Retirees Education Association and 
former president of the Atlantic County Re-
tired Educators Association, was the keynote 
speaker. Judy, a 2003 retiree from Mainland 
Regional High School, knew her audience well 
and assured new retirees that there are Profes-
sional Learning Communities (PLCs) in re-
tirement – book clubs and exercise classes. 
Important forms are “Postal Mail Holds” and 
“Vote-by-Mail applications.”   

      “Atlantic County retirees have an 89.6 
percent voting turnout record,” Judy said.  
“This is good, but 89.6 is a ‘B.’  We have to 
have better participation in the 2012 presiden-
tial and 2013 gubernatorial elections.”  

     In closing, Judy thanked all active and re-
tiring school personnel for their dedication 
and the “extra mile” they always go for their 
students, colleagues, and communities.  

     New retirees received certificates of ser-
vice recognition from Congressman Frank 
LoBiondo, NJ Senator Jim Whelan, and NJ 
Assemblymen John Amodeo and  Chris 
Brown, as well as the New Jersey Education 
Association. 

In Memoriam 

We remember and pray 

for our friends and  

colleagues:  
 

Dolores “Dee” Bartlett 
 

 Janice Leach  

Rose Mohr 

Jean Schlotts 

 

        Scholarship winners Courtney 

            Deissler and Lee Mamolen 

ACCEA names 2012 scholarships in memory of retiree 

ACCEA Scholarship winners Courtney Deissler, Ab-
segami High School, and Lee Mamolen, Mainland 
Regional High School, and their families were also 
recognized at the ACCEA Retirement Brunch 

      This year’s scholarships were named in memory of 
retiree Carol Berenato, former principal’s secretary in 
Egg Harbor City.  Carol had been very active in the 
ACCEA prior to her retirement in 2009. 

    Lee will attend the Mason School of Music at Rut-
gers University while Courtney heads to the College 
of New Jersey in September. 

     ACREA member Linda Young served on the schol-
arship selection committee. 

mailto:Atlanticrea@yahoo.com


Read Cautiously; always check the facts 

Congratulations, Jim! 

Change in NJEA government relations staff for Atlantic County 
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Awareness of misinformation dur-

ing this election season is extreme-

ly important. We can’t make a 

rational decision in the voting 

booth without knowing what 

claims are true and which are false. 

     Recently, I received an e-mail 

regarding Medicare costs for the 

first few years of the Affordable 

Care Act (Obamacare).  

     This e-mail used scare tactics to 

show the exorbitant monthly costs 

we will incur. Perhaps you’ve seen 

or received this email? Rest assured. 

IT IS FALSE1 

       Anytime you get an e-mail such 

as this or you don’t know the veraci-

ty of statements you hear in cam-

paign ads or speeches, there are at 

least two places you can turn to and 

verify information.  Online sites 

such as snopes.com will help with 

most issues.  If your question is sole-

ly related to politics, refer to Politi-

fact.com.  

     The November election is 

very important (as are all of 

them) since we are electing a 

president who will shape our 

country for years to come. 

Perhaps he’ll choose Supreme 

Court justices or propose 

legislation to save the public 

educational system or make  

changes to Medicare or Social 

Security.  So keep listening, 

researching, and taking in 

what you hear with a grain of 

salt. 

                      Peri Pantazes 

In June, NJEA appointed Beth 

Schroeder Buonsante to its pro-

fessional staff as an associate in its 

government relations division.  

One of her responsibilities will 

be to cover Atlantic County.   

      For the previous six years, 

Beth served as chief of staff to 

State Senator Jim Whelan, and 

four years earlier as a research 

associate committee aide in the 

Assembly Majority Office of the 

State Legislature.   

 

ELECTION DATES 

 

Register to Vote by-

Tues., 10/16/12 

 
Apply for Vote-by-

Mail ballot 

By mail 10/30/12 

In person 11/5/12 

 

Election  

Tues., Nov. 6 

Our GR 

Rep, Peri  

Pantazes 

    Beth was this year’s NJ dele-

gate to Parenting Magazine’s 

Mom Congress, a conference 

on education and learning in 

Washington, DC.  She is also 

the treasurer for the Mullica 

Township PTA and a member 

of the state’s PTA Board of 

Directors. 

       Beth resides in Mullica 

Township with her husband 

Agostino, and their five-year 

old twins Rocco and Angelena.    

As a  resident of  Atlantic 

County and mother of 

twins, Beth Buonsante 

aims to promote quality 

education expected by 

citizens. 

for Atlantic County children who 
have been ranked the lowest in 
the state in access to health care 
and other services.”  Additional-
ly, the party is concerned for 
“seniors who are struggling with 
the sluggish regional economy,”  
said Schroeder. 
      Jim is an NJREA/ACREA 
member and  the father of Beth 
Buonsante. (See story above) 
And yes, in his spare time, Jim 
babysits his grandchildren when 
Beth is working in Trenton! 

Jim Schroeder, ACREA member 
and former head of NJEA’s gov-
ernment relations department, 
was unanimously elected in June 
to chair Atlantic County’s Demo-
cratic Party.  
      Jim had served as a county 
freeholder from 2009-2012 and 
Port Republic City Council Pres-
ident from 1991-2005. 
     One of Jim’s commitments is 
to “improving the quality of life 

     School board               

   elections  in Nov. 

When we go to the polls on 

Tues., Nov. 6, many voters in 

Atlantic County will also elect 

school board members.  

    The persons running  for 

these positions  and the presi-

dential candidates will be cam-

paigning at the same time.  

The impact the multiple cam-

paigns will have on voter turn-

out  will be interesting . 

    Don’t get “turned off “ by 

too many ads;  JUST VOTE!      

Rosemary O’Dowd is one of many ACREA members 

who will man our phone banks prior to election day. 

http://snopes.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=election+banner+design&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4GZAG_enUS427US427&biw=1280&bih=578&tbm=isch&tbnid=x7Ez6i6_QKKbRM:&imgrefurl=http://therighttogripe.blogspot.com/2011/05/election-special-our-candidtaes-for.html&docid=c1DXxtpAnV


ACREA off icers  instal led at  May meeting  

Linda Young 

706 Blenheim Ave. 

Absecon, NJ 08201 

  

 Proud member:  

Atlantic County Retired Educators Association 

  

 
ACREA Officers, Chairs  

 

2012-2013 
 

Roger Baker  – President 
 

Gene McCann– Vice President 
 

Maryanne Martin  
Recording Secretary 

 

Bob Kickish – Treasurer 
 

Linda Young 
Corresponding Secretary 

 

Karen Clark – Membership Chair 
 

 Peri Pantazes, Natalie Fisher  
Government Relations 

 

Joanne Peek  
Newsletter, Membership 

 

Carol Romano - Publicity 
 

Susan Camp - Member Benefits  
 

Patricia Beebe - Constitution  
 

Dennis Yob - Webmaster   
 

Jim Goldsmith - Audit, Budget 
 

Jerry Hoenes - Parliamentarian  
 

Pat Royal - Events 
 

Judy Perkins - Past President 
 

Contact us: : 
Atlanticrea@yahoo.com  

 

Visit us:  Atlanticrea.wordpress.com  
 

Pat  Provnick, NJREA 1st  Vice-President ( far right)  swore in the newly -

elected ACREA officers on May 8 at Buena Vista Country Club. The officers 

include( L-R):  Bob Kickish, Treasurer; Linda Young, Corresponding Secre-

tary; Gene McCann, Vice-President; and Roger Baker, President.  The officers 

look forward to working with the members of our executive committee    

(listed in the box to the left) and addressing the needs of  our county retirees. 



   New 2012 Retirees 
Absecon 

Jennifer Dagrosa 

Jane Reider 

Victor Rogers 

Jacqueline Scott 

Atlantic-Cape Com. College 

Dr. Dorothea Dunayer 

Thomas Roesch 

Atlantic City  

Margaret Baldesare 

Linda Banks 

Jenny Beltran 

Delores Benjamin 

Rita Brown 

George Collins 

Karen Duffy 

Linda Jordan 

Brenda Marable-Freeman 

Rodney Mayes 

Gloria McClendon-Allen 

Jacqueline Murphy 

Rose Diane Parlin 

Carolyn Pendleton 

Vivian Robinson 

Irene Tamarro 

Atlantic County IT 

Ruth Dickens 

Atlantic County SS 

Paulette Cheesman 

Janice Holden 

Susie McCrea-Phillips 

Candy Peterson 

Brigantine 

Regina McHenry 

Lynn Sparks 

Buena 

Jacqueline Andaloro 

Pat Campbell 

Margaret Cannizzaro 

Barbara Meyrick 

Egg Harbor City 

Jocelyn Murphy-Stout 

Egg Harbor Twp 

Mary Alton 

Anita Collings 

Joan Dansby 

Penny Sue Grace 

Lois Hahn 

Barbara Horan 

William Poley 

Mary Sommer 

Rosemary Tripician 

Deborah Wallace 

Estelle Manor 

Charles Brandt 

Folsom 

Rebecca Langheim-Cappuccia 

Vicki Thurlow-Lewis 

Galloway 

Helene Berchtold 

Karen Hanggelli 

Kathleen Williscroft 

Greater Egg Harbor  Reg 

Gale Cipaldo 

Rae Hall 

Charles Walters 

Hamilton Township 

Cheryl Farrow 

Evelyn Hagel 

Loretta Leyer 

Miranda Levy 

Donna Martin 

Sandra Santa Maria 

Mary Sommer 

Hammonton 

Patrice Berenato 

Arlene Calletta 

Ann Domenico 

 

Linwood 

Judith Branin 

Kathy Crane 

Thomas Grockenberger 

Larry Lamkin 

Mainland 

Bevra Kern 

Jamie Grady 

Mullica 

Jean Demling 

Kathy Eaton 

Terri Valentinsen 

Northfield 

Susan Ellenberg 

Cynthia Kern 

Lorraine Smail 

Pleasantville 

Barbara Applebaum 

Carolyn Brown-Tann 

Lucinda Evans 

Patricia Kelly 

Port Republic 

Pat Merlino 

Somers Point 

Patricia Arabio 

Terri Carew 

Diane Ennis 

Mary Rydzewski 

Janet Steever 

Weymouth 

Carol Lefferson 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Business Meeting and Luncheon 
Tuesday, October 9, 2012 

Greate Bay Country Club 
 Somers Point, NJ 

 

                Business Meeting: 11AM   

 Keynote speaker : Beth Buonsante, NJEA Associate Director of  

Government Relations  
 

 Luncheon Served at 1PM    
                            

         Luncheon Choices:  Herb-Crusted North Atlantic Salmon with Oven Roasted Potatoes,  
            

or 
                        Medallions of Beef tossed with/mushrooms/tomatoes/peppers  over rice  

     
     Salad, Baby Carrots & Greenbeans, Tea, Coffee, Ice Tea  

 
Cheese Cake with Raspberry Sauce  

 

  Cost:  $25 per person, includes gratuity  

 

                      Reservations: Your response must be received by Friday, September 28, 2012.  

 

                              Please make your check payable to ACREA and send to: 

 

                     Pat Royal,  2310 Shepherd Dr.,  Northfield, NJ 08225      Phone: 609-646-4071 

  

  

     Name ___________________________________________________________________Phone _________________________________________________ 

 

  

     Name of Guest ________________________________________________________Your E-mail_____________________________________________  

 

  

    Member’s Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

                *_______ Check if you are a new retiree! 

 

  Luncheon Choice:  __________   Atlantic Salmon  __________   Medallions of Beef  
 


