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 Save These Dates 
 
 

The ACREA will hold its 

business meetings and 

luncheons on  

these Tuesdays: 

 

 October 6, 2015 

  Greate Bay Country Club 

 

 December 1, 2015 

 Mays Landing Country Club 

   

 Information regarding  

 locations will be on  

Atlanticrea. 

wordpress.com 

 
 
 

 

   Marie Blistan will explain 

the steps NJEA has taken to 

safeguard our pensions and 

the important steps all pub-

lic employees will need to 

take should a constitutional 

amendment be on the ballot 

in November. 

   In addition, Beth 

Buonsante, NJEA Associate 

Director in Government 

Relations, will discuss law-

suits that have been filed 

regarding our COLA — 

cost of living adjustment — 

and the full-funding of the 

pension.  

   This business meeting 

provides an excellent oppor-

tunity to get the facts from 

our NJEA leadership and 

ask questions.  Because 

conversations between un-

ions and the state remain 

fluid, it is imperative that 

retirees stay informed.                

 Roger’s  

 Message 
 

We all know 

there are 

real prob-

lems with our pension funds.  

Solutions to the problems are 

needed, not grandstanding.  

Despite the governor’s claims, 

there is no agreement between 

the state and NJEA regarding 

our pensions and health bene-

fits.    

    I am honored to have been 

appointed by President Pat 

Provnick to the NJREA Ad 

Hoc Pensions and Benefits 

Study Committee. This com-

mittee works with NJEA to 

ensure that retirees’ voices are 

heard and our interests are 

protected.  

   I urge you to go to njea.org 

to stay informed about critical 

issues facing us. 

Ballots for 2015-17 NJREA elections will be mailed on April 16 

and must be returned and received by April 30. Because their po-

sitions were uncontested., ACREA members Pat Provnick and 

Judy Perkins have been re-elected NJREA President and 1st Vice 

President respectfully. 

     Karen Clark, ACREA Membership chair, and Linda Young, 

our Corresponding Secretary, are both candidates for the NEA– 

Representative Assembly to be held in Orlando, Florida in July. 

      Charles “Chic” Brandt is running for ACREA Vice-President. 

Nominations for the position of ACREA Recording Secretary 

may be offered from the floor during our business meeting on 

May 5. Elections will follow. 

Chic Brandt tells Mary-

anne Martin, Elections 

Chair, that he will run 

for Vice-President.  

     NJEA Vice-President            

            Marie Blistan                                    

You don’t want to miss our 

May 5 ACREA meeting at 

Joseph's Restaurant across 

from the Renault Winery. 

    While the proposed 

changes to the pension and 

health benefits of current 

teachers and ESP members 

will not affect us, retirees 

remain vulnerable if the 

pension system is not fixed. 

  Time for NJREA, NEA-RA and ACREA elections 



 

In Memoriam 

 

We remember and pray for 

our friends and  

colleagues: 
 

Ruth Mae McQueen 

Edward Wismer 

 Membership Committee Report 

         Karen Clark and Joanne Peek, Membership  

Membership: Currently, ACREA is 807 strong, including an-

nual and lifetime memberships.  Because of this growth and, in an effort to 

maintain an $8 annual dues, we contracted with Constant Contact to send both 

the newsletters and email blasts in order to keep members informed between 

newsletters and meetings. 

Email: Lately, we have noticed that some members have unsubscribed from 

Constant Contact. Be aware that unsubscribing removes all communication 

from ACREA and, in some cases, NJREA. We utilize Constant Contact to pro-

tect you and us. As a third party email service, Constant Contact helps to pre-

vent hacking into email accounts.  Should you unsubscribe, we cannot reinstate 

you. To be reinstated, you must contact Constant Contact to give your permis-

sion to be added back to the account.  If you need assistance, please contact us. 

 

 

ACREA/NJREA/NJEA /NEA-R membership includes discounts on insur-

ance, big ticket items, events and much more. To be eligible for these benefits, 

your membership must be active. If your membership lapses, you no longer 

qualify for member benefits including insurance.  Renewal notices for the 

NJREA 2015-16 membership year will be mailed in mid-May and must  be 

remitted by August 1 to avoid a membership lapse. 

New Retirees:  Please encourage public school employees retiring this year 

to join NJREA. The Atlantic County Council of Education Associations will 

honor retiring members at their Annual Retirement Brunch on Sunday, May 

31, at Greate Bay Country Club.  NJREA membership information will be 

available at this event. 

Testing and Pension Funds        

  Government Relations Report 

Natalie Fisher and Linda Wallace at-

tended the NJEA Legislative Confer-

ence on February 21, at the Westin 

Conference Center near Princeton. 

The main topics were PARCC testing 

and the public employees’ pensions. 

     In a breakout session, the four leg-

islators, representing southern coun-

ties, supported four payments per year 

to fund the pension and acknowledged 

that underfunding it is a huge prob-

lem. Assemblyman Vince Mazzeo 

(LD 2) was a panelist.  

    When questioned about a constitu-

tional amendment to require quarterly 

pension payments, none of the panel-

ists favored the proposal for various 

reasons:  the state has financial com-

mitments in other budgetary areas; an 

amendment may work now, but it 

may not work in the future; and final-

ly, all agreed they needed more infor-

mation before making a decision. 

Linda Wallace, GR  
co– chair, urges  
retirees to follow the  
testing  debates. 

 

NB: 

Steve Eugene, NEA Mem-

ber Benefits Specialist, 

shows discount items 

available to Tammy Reed, 

at the NJREA convention. 

Tammy, a retired ESP, is 

featured in the NJREA 

recruitment video to be 

screened at our May 5 

meeting. 

During the summer stay informed on critical issues by going      

to the following websites: 

                        NJEA:  www.njea.org 

                 NJREA: www.njea.org/njrea 

      ACREA: www.atlanticrea.wordpress.com 
 

Please share information with members without Internet access. 



Spring luncheon location…. 

  Joseph’s Restaurant  

        near Renault Winery 

On Tuesday, May 5, the ACREA will hold its 

spring business meeting and luncheon at Joseph’s 

Restaurant located in the Tuscany House Hotel 

across from the Renault Winery. The agenda in-

cludes NJEA staff who will address pension is-

sues and  the election of two ACREA officers. 

     Joseph’s, located at 72 N. Bremen Avenue, 

Egg Harbor City, is easy to find from the U.S. 30, 

the White Horse Pike. Look for the huge Renault 

Wine bottle or signs for the Renault Winery, and 

follow Bremen Ave. for 2.4 miles from the White 

Horse Pike into the Renault complex. Joseph’s is 

on the left. Ample parking is available. Their 

business number is (609) 965-2111. 

    Looking forward to a bright, sunny, spring day! 

Natalie Fisher and Linda Wallace, Government Rela-

tions representatives for the ACREA, were involved in 

conversations with teachers and legislators on the 

PARCC test administered to students grades 3 - 11. 

Teachers spoke of the time spent on test preparation, 

the cost of the test, and computer equipment need to 

administer the controversial assessment. 

Join Atlantic County Retired Educators 

ACREA is an organization of retired educators and educational support professionals who worked or who now live in Atlan-

tic County, NJ. We are unified with NJREA, NJEA, NEA, NEA-R. All the benefits you had as an active NJEA member con-

tinue with membership in ACREA.  

What we do       

 We keep our members informed on pension issues. 

 We update members on health and dental benefits.  

 We host three luncheons a year—fall, winter and 

       spring—with guest speakers from NJEA. 

 We send three newsletters a year. 

 We join with Atlantic County Council of Educa-

tion Associations (ACCEA) to give scholarships to 

three seniors pursuing education careers.   

 We inform members on important legislative is-

sues, community needs and other topics of interest 

to retirees. 

       

Benefits of membership in ACREA 

 Services from NJREA, NJEA and NEA   

 Pension, medical and legal assistance 

  Programs offered by NJREA, NJEA and NEA 

 Discounts on insurance for home, auto and dental; 

Buyer’s Edge and Optical Academy and more 

 Publications from NJREA, NJEA, NEA, and ACREA 

Membership Dues 

Membership in ACREA is also membership in NJEA, 
NJREA and NEA. The membership cycle is from Septem-
ber 1 to August 31 of each year. The billing is as follows: 

 ESP:  Annual dues $62; lifetime $810 

 PROFESSIONAL:  Annual dues $86; lifetime $1170. 

 Lifetime dues may be paid in five installments. 

 For membership assistance or application, please contact 

            Karen Clark at 609-653-2054 or  

            Joanne Peek at 609-653-6715 

 Visit us at http://atlanticrea.org/ 



 
ACREA Officers, Chairs  

   

2014-2015 
 

Roger Baker  – President 
 

Charles Brandt– Vice President 
 

Bobbie Gorman 
Recording Secretary 

 

Bob Kickish  – Treasurer 
 

Linda Young 
Corresponding Secretary, Events 

 

Karen Clark – Membership Chair 
 

Natalie Fisher ,  Linda Wallace 
Government Relations 

 

Joanne Peek  
Newsletter, Membership, Events 

 

Carol Romano - Publicity 
 

Carol Ann McDonald -Member Benefits  
 

Patricia Beebe - Constitution  
 

Dennis Yob - Webmaster   
 

Jim Goldsmith - Audit, Budget 
 

Jerry Hoenes - Parliamentarian  
 

Maryann Martin — Elections  
 

Judy Perkins - Past President 
 
 

Contact us: : 
Atlanticrea@yahoo.com  

 

 

Visit us:  Atlanticrea.wordpress.com  
 

 

   The ABCs of MBOS and Social Security 

The ACREA is pleased to offer a 

free workshop on MBOS—the 

state’s Member Benefits Online Sys-

tem and Social Security (see insert).   

     In the future, retirees may need to 

access MBOS to make changes to a 

mail address, direct deposit bank for 

pension checks, beneficiary recipi-

ent, and other documents. Workshop 

participants will learn how user- 

friendly MBOS is as well as  how to 

set up an account and navigate the 

website.  

    According to Carol Ann McDonald, 

ACREA’s Member Benefits representa-

tive, “The day will come when you or a 

family member will need to access your 

MBOS account. This workshop will 

offer detailed information on how to use 

this state mandated website.” 

    Current information on Social Securi-

ty including new trends, options, filing 

for Medicare, and “need-to-know” facts 

about your Social Security benefits is 

yet another feature of the workshop. 

     Participants may bring a battery- 

charged laptop and their MBOS pass-

word if one has been established.  

    Ample time will be saved for ques-

tions and answers about both MBOS 

and Social Security.  Because seating is 

limited, please register for the Tuesday, 

April 28, workshop ASAP. (see insert) 

“Workshop partici-

pants will leave 

feeling that they 

can use MBOS and 

SS websites with 

confidence.”     

Carol Ann McDonald 

Linda Young , ACREA corresponding secretary, plans the luncheon 

events and handles reservations for the this and additional workshops.  

She also assists with membership and mailings.  



Nancy Rhodes (standing right) greets Dr. John Phillips, Pat Beebe, Jim Foreman 

(standing)  and Jeanne Carlson.  It’s good to see former colleagues and friends! 

Evelyn Benton, Community Food Bank of 

NJ, spoke about the dire needs of many fami-

lies in our Atlantic / Cape May counties. 

Bob Bobik, NJEA Research associate, gave updates on 

Health Benefits and working after retirement issues. 

 

Highlights from 

our  

Winter Business 

Meeting and 

Luncheon  

at Mays Landing 

Country Club 

ACREA members stepped up to the call to 

double their donations to the Community 

Food Bank and brought 231 lbs of non-

perishable food and paper items to our 

December meeting.   



 
Please RSVP by April 20 
 

Complete the coupon and mail 
to : 

     Linda Young  

     630 Lost Pine Way 
     Galloway, NJ 08205 
  
 
Or Email to  
 
     lyoung706@comcast.net 
 
Or Phone 609-226-6202 

Program: 

 9:00 -  9:45      Coffee and Registration 

 

10:00 - 11:30   Navigating MBOS/Q & A 

 

11:45 - 12:30    Lunch 

 

12:45 - 2:00     Social Security Update/Q&A   
      

Atlantic County and Cape May CREAs are 

pleased to host two free workshops for      

members.  

Program Topics : 

Navigating MBOS/Speaker: Sarah Geiger 
       NJEA Research Consultant 
 
Social Security Update/Speaker:  Jim Herbert,  
       Public Affairs Specialist, SSA 

 

Date and Time : 

       Tuesday April 28, 2015    9:00am - 2:00pm 

Place: 

       ACCEA Office, 842 Philadelphia Ave.,  

       Egg Harbor City, NJ 08215 

           A light lunch will be provided.  

Limited seating. Laptops and E -devices        

optional. Wi-Fi available.  

     

     

     

   AND   

      

      

    MEMBER BENEFITS ONLINE 
 SYSTEM or MBOS            

ACREA /REACMC ADVOCACY WORKSHOP 

Name  Members Only________________________________ 

Address 

________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone  

________________________________________________________ 


